
BUYING A PUPPY 
 

BEFORE PURCHASING A PUPPY – ASK YOURSELF THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

 
Who am I buying this dog for?  the kids, for myself, to replace one 

etc? 
 
Does everyone in the family (including mom) really want this dog? 
 
 
Will this dog fit into my lifestyle-consider size, level of activity, 

grooming, will the dog be left on its own for long periods of 
time. 

 
Will this dog be too expensive to maintain, food bills, grooming 

needs, vet bills etc. 
 
 
Have I researched the breed thoroughly through libraries, dog 

show, local breeders, local clubs, etc. to know whether I will 
be happy with him and he with me 

 
Do I know ALL the responsibilities that come with being a good 

dog owner-license fees, local by-laws, good neighbor, proper 
nutrition and grooming needs, proper vet care. 

 
Now, if you still feel that you want a Puppy/dog 

 
Obtain a list of breeders through the breed Club. 
 
Inquire about price, availability etc. and make an appointment to 

view the puppies.  Don’t be afraid to do some comparison 
shopping 

 
 
Be sure to visit the kennels where the puppies were raised – 

check for cleanliness and the condition of the other dogs in 
the kennel. 

 
Ask to meet the mother (and father if possible); note her 

temperament and general health. 
 
Inquire as to what common hereditary defects are common to the 

breed, and if any are present in the background of the parents. 
 
DO NOT buy a puppy because you feel sorry for it.  Look for a 

healthy, happy, well-adjusted puppy that is of average size and 



has no apparent problems. 
 
7 Inquire about feeding, vaccinations, worming, and general 
care  and any special arrangements such as non-breeding 
contracts,  guarantees, and spay/neuter agreements. 
 
A written agreement should be provide with the puppy, along with 

information pertaining to feeding, vaccination, pedigree and 
other pertinent information concerning the care of your new 
puppy 

 
9 Try and obtain books and pamphlets to assist you over the next 
 few weeks. 
 
Once the Puppy is home 
 
First and foremost make an appointment with your vet for a 

complete health check and to obtain advice on worming, 
vaccinations etc. 

 
Give the pup a place of his own (a crate is a good place) and 

provide him with proper feeding, utensils. (Avoid plastic) 
 
 
Discipline starts the minute he gets home.  DO NOT yell or hit 

your puppy. Let him know firmly what is and what isn’t allowed. 
 
Start housebreaking immediately.  Lots of praise will produce the 

desired result.  Take the puppy out immediately when he awakes 
and 15 – 20 minutes after eating.  Accidents are the owner’s 
fault, not the puppies. 

 
A puppy 8-14 weeks is not too young to start training.  Contact 

your local dog club for information about puppy training 
classes 

 
A little effort and money will make your puppy a pleasant and 
welcome addition to your family circle. 
 
 


