Cherry Eve ( The most common eye problem in bulldogs)

The gland of the third eyelid is located within the base of the third eyelid. The
third eyelid lies between the lower eyelid and the eyeball at the inside corner of
each eye. The third eyelid protects the eye and hel  ps contain and distribute tears
over the surface of the eye. The third eyelid gland is a tear gland. A prolapse of
the gland of the third eyelid results in a pink to red mass in the inner corner of the
eye.

This is commonly referred to as Cherry Eye. The ca  use for the prolapse is
believed to be partially due to a weakness of the ¢ onnective tissue attachment of
the gland. The tear duct becomes blocked and obstru  cts tear flow. After a couple

of days it begins to swell because now an infection has begun.
Restoring the gland to its normal position will pre serve tear production, enhance
Appearance.

Treatment Options:
Surgical

There are several different techniques for replacin g the gland, surgically and

manually. Surgery requires general anesthesia, but your pet can go home the

same day as surgery once recovered. Please make sur e your veterinarian is
familiar with the special anesthesia needs of Bulld 0gs, and is experienced in the

surgical procedure of cherry eye.

The most successful surgical tech  nique is called the Conjunctival Mucous Pocket
Procedure which creates a pocket to place the prola  psed gland inside and then

the pocket is closed with sutures. Another method i s to merely suture the gland
with sutures (or tack it down). Another procedure, which we do not recommend,
is the removal of the gland. This procedure often leaves your pet with very

inefficient tear flow which can lead to the serious problem of dry eye, and can
result in permanent corneal damage, drops willbe r  equired to be placed in the
dogs eyes for the rest of his life when removal is done.

Post-Surgical Recommendations
Some swelling and redness of the eyelid and lower e yelid is normal after surgery.
Keep the eye clean of discharges.
Please restrict your pet's activity for the first 2 weeks after surgery to aid in
retention of the gland.
An antibiotic and/or anti-inflammatory eye medicati on is prescribed to try and
prevent infection and to minimize inflammation.
Avoid letting your pet rub at the eye. You may need to get a special collar from
your vet to aid in this recovery and prevent him fr om rubbing at the eye. You
should also take this collar off for short periods of time to allow the dog to eat
and drink freely. | would only use the collar for t he first few days and only if the
dog is attempting to rub the eye a lot. Use a Bulld  og specialist for this procedure.







